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IF GOD IS NOT LOVE, 
THEN | WILL DEFY HIM. 
hk GOD WHO IS CRUEL AND 
UNJUST IS ONE | WOULD 
SPEND MY ENTIRE LIFE 
RAILING AGAINST. 


ANIMAL LIBERATIONIST. 
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Freedom Fighter 


by Sarat Colling 


Animals have attempted, and 
sometimes succeeded in, rescuing 
or retaliating on behalf of others 
in need. Often, they must break 
free themselves before turning 
around and freeing their fellow 
captives. Consider the story of 
Fred, a goat who lived free in 
Hackettstown, New Jersey, for 
one year. Around late summer 
of 2017, Fred was being held at 
an animal auction house in 
Hackettstown, destined to be sold 
and slaughtered. But before this 
could happen, he made a bold 
move and broke out. Now, some 
may have thought this would be 
the last anyone heard of Fred, but 
he had different ideas. He decided 
to stay around the town, popping 
up to be seen from time to time, 
especially near the local police 


Pictured: Fred in a parking lot in Hackettstown. 
Fred's resistance and transgressions were motivated 
by a personal and collective struggle for liberation. 


station (a daring move). And so, 
his popularity grew. In August 
2018, Fred the Urban Legend 


Then, the following day, 
Fred turned up at the site 
of the breakout and was 


became Fred the Potential Liber- spotted by the auction 


ator when dozens of farmed ani- 
mals at the same auction house 

inexplicably broke free. Coincid- 
ence? It doesn’t appear that way. 
The local police department con- 


firmed that Fred had been sighted quick to share his 
near the auction house just hours ment that Fred had ins 


before the latest breakout. 


manager headbutting the 
gate that was holding the 
recently recaptured farmed 
animals. The manager 
shooed Fred away and was 


ated the mass breakout. 


Perhaps Fred was not 
just interested in his 
own freedom, but, like 
other animal activists, 
wanted his fellow 
beings to experience 
this freedom too. I 
Sarat Cling is an envirenmentalis, 
‘regan, and critical anna stale 


writer Sho isthe author of aimnal 
Resistance inthe Global Capitalist Era 


WANTED 


We're comfrotable in a Euro-American traditon of thinking about 
the human as a caretaker for animals. The household pet is 
understood to be a sign of human benevolence. We imagine 
the human-pet relationship through the framework of love. 
The question is: is this love or is this in fact domestication? 


While we imagine that we have accesss to the pet's unconsicous 
world and that we know what the pet wants, there might be 
another world in which they're actually plotting freedom and 
escape. What we understand as love could be a kind of 
subterfuge in which the pet awaits a moment when it can 

make a dash to freedom. 


But, because we cannot imagine that animals might refuse us, 
might resist us, might rebel against us, we classify it as 
pathological behavior on the part of the actual animal. 


"IF WE WERE TO KILL EVERY TIGER THAT 
ATTACKS US, THERE WOULDN'T BE ANY LEFT" 


when we're allowed to live freely, 
crocodiles, bears and other large 
predators indicate our preparedness 
to coexist with the otherness 

of the Earth, 


and to recognize ourselves in mutual, 
ecological terms as part of 
the food chain, eaten as well as eater 


If the world as a whole is alive and filled with spirit, 
treating everything as an exploitable object looks 


jike the greatest crime in all of history. 


WHAT DTVERS CALL 


YOUEATLIKEA PIG 

“YOU ROOM IS SUC 

YOU SMELL dee dhs 

LIKE SHIT PIGHEADED 
IMBEGILE 


ate oo 6 
UP AI 
YOU DISGUSTING 


BETTER A PIG 


THAN A FASCIST 


we imagine a world where 
enemies live alongside friends, 
where we welcome bodies of 
all different shapes and sizes, 
where we can all be 

XN our most authentic 


selves 


Poe has lots OF Ways | 


¢rust that you're growing If 
Ways that Will help you With 
whatever feelings you may have. 
J hope you're able grow to 
respect whoever you are inside. 


QUEER AND ALTERNATIVE IDENTITIES 
AREN'T JUST SOMETHING CREATED 
SOLELY BY HUMANS 


BUT ARE SOMETHING THAT WE'RE 
TAKING PART IN AS WE GOLLAS0RATE 
WITH EARTH'S SYSTEMS TO MEND 
LOST OR ENDANGERED CONNECTIONS. 


THESE MANY IDENTITIES ARE NOT 
LIMITED TO QUEERNESS WITH ITS 
HUMAN-CENTRIG HISTORIES 


BUT ARE PERHAPS BETTER DESCRIBED 8Y 
A PARADIGM OF STRANGENESS, 
A QUEERING OF PERSONHOOD ITSELF. 
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